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December 27, 2015                                      1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

  

But Samuel was ministering before the LORD—a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 Each year his mother 

made him a little robe and took it to him when she went up with her husband to offer the annual 

sacrifice. 20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May the LORD give you children by this 

woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and gave to the LORD.” Then they would go home. 26 

And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the LORD and with men.  

 

Jesus is the Gift that Keeps on Giving 

 

Christmas is a time of giving.   Yet that giving takes preparation.  You might try to save up a little bit per 

paycheck to prepare for this time of year to buy yourself or someone you love a gift.  Some gifts are handmade 

and they take time to put together.  Other gifts are grown from the ground and then pulled up or cut and given.   

 

Seinfeld made an episode out of what is known as the “regift.”  In the show one of the characters was outraged 

that his gift was re-gifted to someone else.  But some would argue that if you don’t want it or you wouldn’t use 

it, then why not give it to someone else?   

 

The gift that Hannah gave was a re-gift of sorts, but the strange thing was that this was a gift that she wanted 

most of all.  She had been praying for a baby for years and years.  Then the LORD granted her wish, and she 

carried this baby for nine months in her womb.  She named him “Samuel” which meant that the LORD heard 

her prayer.  But even though she loved this gift most of all, she decided that she was going to give this gift back 

to the LORD.  It wasn’t that she didn’t want her baby.  It was that she wanted to show the LORD how thankful 

she was to HIM for giving her the baby boy in the first place.  She wanted his life to be a life of service to the 

LORD, so she gave the LORD her only son at the time.   

 

Samuel was left under the direction and care of Eli who had grown quite old.  Eli already had two sons named 

Hophni and Phinehas, but they turned out to be openly evil by having sex with the women who served at the 

temple and stealing the offering meat.   In spite of all this, Hannah put the little boy Samuel in the household of 

Eli anyway.  It seems incredulous.  She must have believed that God could bless her child and protect him and 

take care of him - especially at the temple.  Could any of us imagine doing what Hannah did in today’s text - to 

voluntarily hand over your son to the ministry at the young age of perhaps 4 years old?  She never seemed to 

second guess her decision.  Throughout the year she would make a new ephod - a priest’s robe for him to wear.  

She would bring it to the temple at the Passover and present it to her son every year at the same time, but then 

she would go back home.   

 

The Gospel lesson for today has Joseph and Mary bringing Jesus to the temple at 12 years old for the Passover.  

They wanted to make sure that Jesus had the proper training and knowledge of what the Passover was all about.  

Even though it was a two to three day journey on foot, and even though it was a seven day festival, they made 

sure to make the trek.  They would have also brought him to the local synagogue every Saturday to hear the 

word of the LORD, much like we do in worship today.  They, of course, realized that this was no ordinary Son.  

This was the Son of God.  So they tried to raise Him properly according to the Law.   Little did they realize that 

Jesus would end up becoming the Passover about twenty years later.   
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When you hand your children over to a coach or a school, you are handing them over to the philosophy or 

teaching of that person.   So it can happen that a parent butts heads with a teacher or a coach because of the 

philosophy that is used.  They may not like it.  They say that when dogs are trained that the owners need to be 

trained more than the dogs to make sure that they do it properly.  Otherwise they will quickly undo everything 

that was taught.  Sometimes parents can do that with children too.  It doesn’t work very well when the parents 

and the teachers are not on the same page.   

 

Think of that in baptism.  When you have your child baptized you are handing him or her over to the LORD.  

You want your child to belong to the LORD.  Hannah supported her own gift by bringing an ephod to Samuel 

every year.  Are you doing the same?  I think of the parents who make sure to bring their children to church 

when they are in catechism, and once they are confirmed they feel they’ve done their duty.  Yet what did the 

child get at home throughout the years?  He saw parents that never prayed with them and never read their Bibles 

at home.  He saw parents that were less than enthusiastic about worship and sat through church without a drop 

of zeal as they sat in the pew.  He witnessed parents who were far more excited to see him shoot animals or 

baskets than they were to come to worship.  So without intending to they undermined the very message they 

wanted their child to learn.  Is it any surprise then when our children end up not coming to worship or having 

any signs of faith?   

 

Not so with Jesus and Samuel.  There is a phrase that is repeated in Samuel and in Luke.  Both Jesus and 

Samuel “continued to grow in stature and in favor with the LORD and with men.”  Through the Word and 

in the presence of the Temple both boys grew.  Samuel turned into a great priest and prophet and leader of his 

people.  Jesus grew by asking questions and digging deeper into the Word.  Here we have an example of two 

boys who took advantage of their learning and listened to what they were told.   

 

Parents can be faithful in trying to raise their children right, but children need to look into their own growth as 

well.  Paul chastised the Corinthians for choosing to remain mere infants in the faith and to be satisfied with 

mere milk when they could have dug so much deeper.  John chastised the Christians in his day for remaining 

nothing but lukewarm.  God expects you to dig deeper into the Word; not to be content with a mere head 

knowledge of the Word - but to contemplate on it and get to know it well - so that He can sink deep into your 

soul - so that you can grow in faith.    

 

I wonder what process Jesus went through in His learning.  He knew who He was as He said to Joseph and 

Mary that He had to be about His Father’s business.  Yet does this mean that studying the Word merely a matter 

of semantics?  Was He really learning anything?  Or in His humility was His learning process just like ours, but 

with a perfect brain and soul and a heavenly zeal to know it more than any of us?  The more He would have 

opened the Scriptures to see how He would be betrayed and sold for 30 pieces of silver; how He would be 

beaten and whipped and crucified, blamed for the sins of the entire world. . . .  Who of us would not have 

wanted to close the book and shutter at our fate and destiny and never read it again?  But Jesus didn’t.  He 

wasn’t afraid to ask questions and find the answers that the Word offered.  He wasn’t ashamed of what the 

Word had to say in all of its beautiful grit.   

 

Either way, it was a well studied Jesus; a Jesus that had taken advantage of His learning opportunities who 

entered the public ministry and began to preach and to teach.  It was the Rabbi who took advantage of His 12 

year old training and learned from it who preached the Sermon on the Mount.  He knew what sin was and what 
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deserved damnation and He wasn’t afraid to preach it.  He knew what forgiveness was all about and who it was 

for and he wasn’t afraid to give it.  He knew what the Messiah was called on to do by suffering and death.  It 

was this Rabbi who knew that He would not see decay.  It was this same Jesus who was able to recite the Word 

to us from the cross and promise the world that “it is finished.”  Why?  Because He knew what His work on the 

cross was for.   

 

Isn’t a wonderful thing to see children being brought to the temple?  God’s Word promises that faith comes 

from hearing the message.  The Holy Spirit is not bound or hampered by age, as John the Baptist leapt for joy in 

his mother’s womb.  The Holy Spirit worked in Samuel to make him a great prophet, priest and ruler of Israel in 

a time of spiritual decay.  He worked in and through Jesus to take Him to the cross and fulfill God’s destiny for 

Him as our Savior and King.   

 

We live in an age where it is easy to get depressed over the direction of our country.  We see so many of our 

own children being led astray and we wonder to ourselves, “How will they survive?”  We see the failure rate in 

our confirmation classes and the attendance at worship.  We see the destruction of the family and we wonder, 

“How will we survive?”  Some have tried to stem the tide by coddling these little Christians and buying them 

pizza, demanding nothing of them.  The strategy has been to make following Jesus as easy as possible.  Just 

come to church and get some Star Wars tickets.  But that isn’t working either.  Jesus is becoming a joke.   

 

Doesn’t this Word of the day show us that in spite of the failures and the problems children can give us, the 

Word can still work and God’s will can still be done?  It is this same Holy Spirit who leads people to repent and 

believe in Jesus.  It is this same powerful Jesus who gives mercy and forgiveness through His death on the 

cross.  It is this merciful Jesus who still saves us and our children from their sins.   

 

In spite of all that is happening, God can work through it to make us spiritually grow.  There will be no more 

room for indifference.  You will be forced to either get stronger or be broken.  The wheat will naturally be 

separated from the chaff.  The next generation will either need to step up to the plate or fall from the faith.  In 

spite of all that is happening, have faith that God is still Lord in 2016.  Jesus is still LORD.  The Holy Spirit is 

still working.  His Word is still powerful when you listen and grow through it. 

 

In the movie “Christmas Vacation,” Clark Griswold received a “Jelly of the Month Club” gift from his boss 

instead of a bonus.  His cousin Eddie tried to encourage him by saying, “It’s the gift that keeps on giving.”  

Clark didn’t want that gift even if it did keep on giving.  Jesus gives a far greater gift that He continues to give.  

It wasn’t a cheap last minute gift that had no thought behind it.  His death was carefully planned out and 

executed to pay for the sins of the world so that we could have eternal life and salvation.  So many people throw 

this gift out and regard it as old and useless.  But through faith you will want to open it again and again and 

study this gift; get to know it and use it; hold it constantly in your heart.  Jesus has been wrapped in flesh and 

blood for the whole world to open; including you and your children.   You never grow too old to open Jesus 

time and again.   

 

Hannah didn’t want to keep her gift to herself.  She wanted him to be given to the priesthood.  Mary had no 

choice but to let Jesus go and be the gift He came to be.  Christmas time is a time to give the gift that keeps on 

giving.  We receive the same gift every year; and we give this gift to those we know and love as we sing and 

share Jesus, keeping Christ in Christmas through our greetings, worship, and cards.   It is not cheap to regift 
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Jesus.  We keep Him for ourselves AND we give Him to others.  There is plenty of Him to go around.  We want 

others to know and believe in Jesus, just as Hannah wanted for Samuel.  He is the reason for this season and 

every season.  Amen.   


